
Pentecost Sunday Homily 2017 
 

We truly appreciate the Gifts of the Spirit by using them and making them 

Spirit-gifts for others.  

 

“If people were to get a “spiritual electrocardiogram,” Pope Francis asked, would it 

be flat-lined because the heart is hardened, unmoved and emotionless or would it 

be pulsating with the prompting and prods of the Spirit?  Get a spiritual EKG to 

make sure heart is pulsated with the Holy Spirit!”     

 

Gifts are given to be used and shared, not simply admired and hoarded.  It is a 

lesson that we all learn and from each other, as well.    

 

Jesus enters the upper room, breaths on those gathered, and gives them peace and 

the Holy Spirit.  He tells them to use those gifts to forgive or retain sins.  The gifts 

were given to be shared.  Even when given as mighty wind and tongues of flame, 

the gift of the Spirit was given to be shared:  “The Spirit enabled them to 

proclaim”.  And people understood in their own languages!  Paul tells us that “the 

manifestation of the Spirit is given for some benefit”.   

 

There are many gifts from the same Spirit.  They are given to us to be shared and 

not kept to ourselves.  The best way that we can affirm our own gifts and admire 

those of others is to use the gifts that God has given us.  We pray in today’s 

Sequence, “Come, source of all our store!  Come, within our bosoms shine.”  What 

gift or gifts has God given us in the power of the Spirit?  How do we use them for 

the good of others, the Church, and the world?    

 

Come, Holy Spirit.  Fill the hearts of your faithful.  Kindle in us the fire of your 

love.  Fire us up to share our gifts whether through tongues of fire, mighty wind, or 

gentle breath.    


